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1. ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER GETACHEW KIBRET CALLED ME IN 

NOON MARCH 17 TO REEMPHASIZE AND ELABORATE AFTER CONSULTATION 
WITH CHAIRMAN AND OTHER PMAC MEMBERS ON EPMG REACTIONS 
DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. 

2. GETACHEW SAID PMAC IS STRONGLY OPPOSED TO ANY REFERENCE 
TO "DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS." THIS IS OBJECTIONABLE BECAUSE IT 
IMPLIES RECOGNITION OF THE ELF/PLF. MOREOVER, THERE ARE 
VARIOUS WAYS OF ARRIVING AT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT AND 

IT WOULD BE UNWISE TO SINGLE OUT THE "DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS" 
ALTERNATIVE. GETACHEW SAID THAT SUCH LANGUAGE MIGHT 
EVEN PREJUDICE ONGOING ACTIONS TO IMPLEMENT NIMEIRI'S 
MEDIATION PROPOSAL. I ASKED GETACHEW AT THIS POINT WHETHER. 
ENTIRELY APART FROM ANY PRESS SATATEMENT, HE COULD TEL ME 
ANYTHING REGARDING CURRENT EPMG RESPONSE TO NIMEIRI'S 
PROPOSAL. AFTER SOME EVASIVE REFERENCES TO NIMEIRI’S 
"SINCERITY," HE FINALLY SAID THAT THE EPMG IS CURRENTLY 
ENGAGED IN SOME PRELIMINARY NEGOTIATIONS "WITH THE SUDANESE" 
DESIGNED TO WORK OUT PRECISE WAYS AND MEANS 
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3. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF THE PMAC'S DIFFICULTY WITH THE 
WORD "DIRECT," WE RECOMMEND DEPARTMENT CONSIDER WHETHER 
THE PROPOSED STATEMENT WOULD BE SERIOUSLY WEAKENED BY 
THE ELIMINATION OF THE WORK. END COMMENT. 

4. GETACHEW SAID THE PMAC WOULD STRONGLY PREFER ELIMINATION 
OF THE PRECISE DOLLAR FIGURE. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION 

HE SAID THAT SOMALIA AND THE ERITREAN INSURGENTS MIGHT 
DRAW THE UNFORTUNATE CONCLUSION FROM THIS FIGURE 
THAT THE USG IS PROVIDING ONLY "RELUCTANT" SUPPORT TO THE 
EPMG AT THIS JUNCTURE. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE PRESS 
STATEMENT TALK INSTEAD ABOUT SELLING ETHIOPIA "A REASONABLE 
AMOUNT OF AMMUNITION TO MEET ITS CURRENT NEEDS." 

5. GETACHEW SAID THE PMAC IS ALSO UNHAPPY WITH THE 
ONE-SIDED REFERENCE TO ETHIOPIAN ATROCITIES. HE FORESAW 
A "VIOLENT PRESS REACTION" IN ETHIOPIA IF THE PRESENT 
LANGUAGE IS USED. HE RECOMMENDED THAT THE USG EXPRESS 
REGRET THAT SOME ATROCITIES HAVE BEEN COMMITTED ON BOTH 
SIDES OF THE ERITREAN CONFLICT. ONCE AGAIN HE POINTED 

OUT THAT IT WAS THE INSURGENTS WHO HAD CHOSEN TO WAGE 
WAREFARE WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF ASMARA. 

6. IN THE DISCUSSION OF THE ATROCITIES ISSUE, GETACHEW 
REFERRED TO A RECENT PRESS STATEMENT BY THE ICRC SAYING 
THAT THE EPMG HAD REFUSED TO ALLOW THE ICRC TO FUNCTION 
IN ERITREA. HE SAID THIS WAS NOT TRUE BECAUSE THE EPMG 
"HAS NOT COMPLETELY CLOSED THE DOOR" ON THE ICRC IN THIS 
REGARD. 
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